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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJECT: MBFR: POTPOURRI 

REF: (A) STATE 204922 DTG 281532Z AUGUST 1975 

(B) STATE 209068 DTG 0319562 SEPTEMBER 1975 

(C) USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 4496 DTG 261200Z 
AUGUST 1975 

(D) USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 4782 DTG 031515Z 
SEPTEMBER 1975 

(E) USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 4796 DTG 031800Z 
SEPTEMBER 1975 

1. BRITISH QUESTIONS ON AIRCRAFT. BRITISH WERE PLEASED 
TO RECEIVE INFORMATION CONTAINED REFS. (A) AND (B) 
BECAUSE THEY WANT TO BE IN A POSITION TO ASSURE MINISTERS 
THAT THE U.S. UNDERSTANDS AND HAS MADE ALLOWANCE FOR 
JAGUAR DEPLOYMENT. TERENCE WOOD OF FCO RECEIVED INFOR 
MATION IN REF. (B) SEPTEMBER 4 AND BELIEVED IT WOULD BE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LONDON 13711 01 OF 02 051433Z 

SATISFACTORY FOR UK NEEDS. HE PLANNED TO MEET WITH MOD 
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COLLEAGUES LATER IN THAT DAY TO GET THEIR CONCURRENCE. 
SUBJECT WILL ALSO BE DISCUSSED WITH CLIVE ROSE (UK MBFR 
REPRESENTATIVE) IN MEETINGS SEPTEMBER 5 TO PREPARE HIM 
FOR HIS RETURN TO VIENNA. WOOD HOPES TO CONFIRM TO US 
EARLY NEXT WEEK THAT UK IS COMFORTABLE ON JAGUAR 
QUESTION. 

2. NUMERICAL DEFINITION OF COMMON CEILING. STIMULATED 
BY PARA 4 REF. (C) WE HAVE PROBED BRITISH ON QUESTION OF 
DEFINITION OF COMMON CEILING. WOOD TOLD US THAT 
OFFICIALS HAVE MADE A SUBMISSION TO MINISTERS WHICH 
RECOMMENDS UK ACCEPTANCE OF DRAFT OPTION III GUIDANCE 
WITH PROVISO THAT IT CONTAIN INSTRUCTIONS TO AD HOC 
GROUP TO INSIST ON "A BINDING COMMITMENT" BY WARSAW PACT 
(WP) TO A COMMON CEILING AS ONE PART OF A QUID PRO QUO 
FOR OPTION III. THE "BINDING COMMITMENT" LANGUAGE WOULD 
NOT HAVE TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH A NUMBER - EVEN ILLUS- 
TRATIVE - IN THE GUIDANCE TEXT ITSELF. BUT OUR SOURCES 
EMPHASIZE THAT THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT BRITISH ARE GIVING 
UP ON IDEA OF NUMERICALLY DEFINED COMMON CEILING IN OVER- 
ALL MBFR CONTEXT AS THEY CANNOT ENVISAGE ANY OTHER SATIS- 
FACTORY APPROACH. THE PRESENT UK PROPOSAL WOULD MERELY 
POSTPONE THE DAY OF A FIGHT OVER NUMBERS AND HELP TO 
EXPEDITE NATO WORK ON OPTION III. COMMENT. WE GET THE 
STRONG IMPRESSION THAT IN BRITISH EYES THE CONCEPT OF A 
"BINDING COMMITMENT" WOULD INCLUDE WARSAW PACT ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE PRINCIPLE OF NUMERICAL DEFINITION. 

3. FORCE DEFINITIONS/SERVICE SUB-CEILINGS. THE BRITISH 
ARE PLEASED WITH THE REPORTS OF THE MBFR WORKING GROUP 
ON THESE SUBJECTS. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE REPORTS GIVE A 
GOOD ASSESSMENT OF THE MILITARY IMPLICATIONS OF WP 
PROPOSALS. BUT POLITICAL ISSUES - AND IMPACT OF OPTION 

IE - ARE MORE IMPORTANT. BRITISH CONCERN IS THAT ANY 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 LONDON 13711 02 OF 02 051431Z 
50 

ACTION ACDA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ACDE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-02 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


INR-07 10-10 L-03 NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-01 PA-01 PM-04 

PRS-01 SAJ-01 SAM-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 TRSE-00 

NSC-05 NRC-05 /094W 

110646 

P 051422Z SEP 75 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 4429 

SECDEF PRIORITY 

USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

USNMR SHAPE 

USCINCEUR 

SECRET SECTION 02 OF 02 LONDON 13711 

FORCE REDEFINITION ALONG LINES OF WP PROPOSAL WOULD RE- 
DUCE APPARENT EXISTING GROUND FORCE DISPARITIES TO ADVAN- 
TAGE OF WP. ON THE OTHER HAND SUB-CEILINGS WOULD REDUCE 
FLEXIBILITY TO DISADVANTAGE OF ALLIES. ANSWER COULD BE 
TO INCLUDE AIR MANPOWER AND. WITH NO SUB-CEILINGS, ALLOW 
SERVICES TO FIND THEIR OWN LEVEL - POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE 
IN GROUND/AIR RATIO MAY BE SMALL. IN ANY CASE IMPORTANT 
THING IS FOR SPC TO CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS SOONEST 
BECAUSE ALLIES SHOULD NOT PROCEED WITH OPTION III PRO- 
POSAL UNTIL OUR POLICY ON THEM IS CLEAR. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, BRITISH BELIEVE TRILATERAL MEETING IN NEAR 
FUTURE WOULD BE USEFUL IN PREPARING WAY FOR NATO DEBATE. 

4. TIMING OF OPTION III. UK IS THINKING IN TERMS OF 
MID TO LATE OCTOBER AS TIME FOR INTRODUCTION OF OPTION 
in IN VIENNA. THUS, WHILE THEY WOULD RESIST ANY RIGID 
DEADLINE FOR ALLIED AGREEMENT, WE BELIEVE THAT THEY HOPE 
TO MOVE WITH ALL DELIBERATE SPEED IN NATO. WE THINK 
THAT THE SUBMISSION NOW BEFORE MINISTERS WILL, IF 
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APPROVED, GIVE OFFICIALS AUTHORITY TO GIVE UK ASSENT 
TO OPTION III GUIDANCE (AND SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDANCE) IN A 
FORM VERY CLOSE TO LANGUAGE NOW BEING DEBATED IN 
BRUSSELS. 
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